
 

Weekly Update: March 23-27 

 

 

Dear Families, 

  

As we settle into the COVID-19 new normal, we are all learning to be more nimble and open to 

change, to be adaptable. Nowhere was this more evident last week than in our community, where 

in just two days, we modified how we provide instruction and interact in the classroom 

transitioning to distance learning, Preschool through 8th grade. Carrying the lion share of this 

effort were our creative, hard-working teachers. I have never been more proud of a group of 

professionals. With every decision they made, whether the best way to interact or instruct, 

students’ needs were always their top priority.  

  

I wish I could say that distance learning will end March 27th, however, Governor Dunleavy has 

extended school closures until May 1st. Therefore, we will continue to deliver your child’s 

education through methods set up last week with possible modifications. Later this week you 

will receive a survey specific to your grade that asks for feedback on the methods we are using 

and the amount and level of work provided. This feedback is vital for us as we continue to adapt 

our methods. 

  

When you signed your enrollment contract, we committed to provide your family the highest 

quality instruction possible. We will continue to honor that commitment. Teachers are not 

allowing this interruption to hinder the progress of your child. Our objective remains that 

students will be prepared for the next grade in the fall. Your support is vital in this endeavor as 

you are at home with your child. Please make sure that they are completing the assignments 

provided by teachers. Together we can achieve our goal. 

  

Last week underscored the advantage of an independent education. We were able to adapt 

quickly to the changing educational landscape and remain true to our mission. Our new delivery 

method allowed us to provide structure and stability for students during an uncertain and 

stressful time. Our efforts were rewarded when I watched the joy on the faces of students and 

teachers when they reconnected through Zoom meetings. It truly is all about the community -- 

thank you for being part of PNA’s.  

  

Until next week, 

  

Laurie 

  

Laurie Hoefer 

Head of School 

 

 

 

 

  



GCI Offers 

 

GCI is currently offering free Internet plans to help connecting and learning continue in our 

community. For existing customers, they are offering free upgrades and for families without 

Internet, they are offering free entry level plans. If access to Internet has been an issue for your 

family, please click here to find more information on how you can get Internet during this time.  

Enrollment 

 

In light of current global events, we are grateful for our community of teachers, parents and 

students for their adaptability and creativity. We ask you to reflect on the importance of 

consistency in your child's life with morning meetings, familiar faces and our commitment to 

education. This stability is possible as an independent school, since our instruction is not 

mandated by the state. The students outside of PNA currently do not have classes or the same 

level of daily structure and are falling behind. This is not something you need to worry about, 

because you made the right decision enrolling at PNA. We are making sure your child is ready 

for next school year. The greatest investment you can make for their future is a high-quality 

education. This will pay dividends for the rest of their life.  

 

Please make an effort to complete enrollment as soon as possible to help us plan for the future. If 

you have questions, please contact me at pkling@pacificnorthern.org 

  

Summer Camp 

  

As of right now we are still planning on having our Create Academy Summer Camp. Plans are 

being put into place and we will update you as we move forward. 
 
 

https://www.gci.com/covid-19
mailto:pkling@pacificnorthern.org

