
 

 

Friends- 

HELLO EVERYBODY!!!! I’m Neil Brown and I have been lucky to call PNA my second 

home for 9 years. This speech is the story of us. This is why I have been enchanted with PNA for 

so long. 

 

School is tough people. You have homework, you have activities, you have to learn 

different subjects like math and language arts. This may be a lot, but before you lose your mind, 

one of the biggest things that makes you feel better is friends. For example, if you ever 

occasionally space out of reality thinking about how cool your pencil is or how you’re doing at 

paying attention (that is the worst one), friends are the ones you frantically text because they 

want to make sure you did the homework. Friends really make school a lot better. I learned this 

the hard way.   

  

In 6th grade, I started wanting more of a competitive environment with mathletes and 

sports. I decided to go to Romig Middle School. I was excited to try something new, but I wasn’t 

excited to be leaving PNA. I went in ready to find new friends. However, between me not being 

great at finding friends and the fact that it was just hard to make friends in a place with 800 

kids, I started thinking about going back to PNA. I started thinking about how at PNA you make 

friend immediately and everyone wants to be your friend. At Romig, there didn’t seem to be any 

time to make friends. And to make things worse, everyone was in friend groups that seemed to 

be closed off.  

 

On a day I had off from Romig, my friend Hayden asked if I wanted to come back to PNA 

and visit for a day. People there were excited to see me and wanted to talk to me and have me in 

their classes. I felt like I was a part of the PNA community still.  I wanted to come back and I will 

always remember walking into everyone’s surprised and happy faces.  



 

 

My friends from PNA and I have had a lot of good times. Our last trip was to Washington 

D.C. and that trip was so fun. I got to be with all my friends for a week in one of my favorite 

cities in the world. I got to go to different places there, such as the Capitol building. 

Unfortunately, our trip this year got canceled, but I still got to be with my friends. Washington 

D.C. was a wonderful trip where my friends and I got to learn about our government and the 

history of Washington D.C.  Not only did I learn, I got to have fun with my friends. We stayed up 

late watching TV in our hotel room, while during the day, we learned about our government.  

              

In fact, there is one particular part during the D.C. trip that really stands out to me. A 

couple of days into the D.C. trip, I got some cold or flu. There is something about staying up 

until 1:30 in the morning talking and watching TV with your friends that taxes your immune 

system. At one point in particular, we were in a pizza shop. That sounds nice, but imagine your 

throat feels like sandpaper, you’re walking in 90-degree heat, and wearing your dress attire. All 

this after a three-hour show. As you probably can imagine, I wasn’t in the best of moods. I felt 

bad that everyone seemed to love everything going on, but I was there ruining everything. What 

I didn’t realize was that they were there for me and they knew I was sick. I was so happy that my 

friends including Ella and Finn, were there for me. They, and others, just got me through it. I felt 

way better knowing my friends wanted to help me and make sure it was feeling ok (and when I 

had pizza in my mouth). They were understanding and got me water and overall made me feel 

better.  

 

This year, along with growing a lot academically, I have gotten to be with the people I 

really care about. Whether it’s everyone singing Look What You Made Me Do by Taylor Swift or 

Suzie, who moved into the house across the street from me last year, or Alex (Sasha) moving 

back, or Kiana joining us, or annoying Aiden from time to time, or comparing Ella’s name to a 

2007 hit song by Rihanna, everyone means a lot to me. One opportunity we had was going out to 



 

 

lunch once a month. I have a lot of really good memories of that. We would walk to Fred Meyer 

and get sushi and Starbucks and I will always remember that.  

 

In the end, I’m so lucky to have such great friends that were there for me. Thank you to 

all of them, as they made going to school a lot more fun. I also want to thank my teachers for 

helping me through school while still feeling like we know each other. I also want to thank my 

family for pushing me to try and always do my best. Also, I want to thank my friends again for 

mental help and fun over these wonderful 9 years. Having great friends makes school a lot better 

and I can’t wait for the next chapter of my life.  

 

 

 


