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Pacific Northern Academy: COVID-19 Potential Scenarios 
 

Many families have reached out to ask for specific information regarding PNA’s plan in the instance 
of a confirmed COVID-19 case within the school. We understand that this is a difficult time for 
everyone, but PNA is doing our best to keep you informed about our plans. The health and safety of 
everyone in our community as well as your child’s education remain top priority for all of us at 
PNA. While it is challenging to outline every possible scenario, below is our basic plan based on 
what is known and recommended from the CDC, Alaska Department of Health, and Municipal 
Licensing.   
 
Please be aware that depending on each individual case/scenario, our response may 
change.  
 
1. What happens if there is a COVID-19 exposure in the facility? 

● PNA will notify families and ongoing communication will occur regarding next steps. 
● The building will close for 72 hours. 

○ The initial 72 hour building closure is to allow time for thorough cleaning and sanitizing 
the entire area, contact assessment and communication.  

● PNA will consult with the local health department and licensing specialist for guidance about 
reopening.  

● Regardless of the length of building closure, distance learning will begin on day two. 
● The total building closure could last for 14 days or more depending on several factors 

including the identity of the person with COVID-19 (i.e., staff, child in care, household 
member), number of persons or classrooms exposed, when the person with COVID-19 
was last at PNA, and symptoms in others persons exposed. 

● PNA will notify families of the date that in-person instruction will resume.  This may 
differ for each class depending on exposure. 

NOTE: Program closure may be shorter than 14 days, and the program may be able to 
re-open if a person with symptoms of COVID-19 is tested for COVID-19 and results are 
negative. Reopening decisions and approvals are made on a case by case basis.  
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2. What happens if your child or someone in your household is confirmed to have COVID-
19? 

● First the parent/ guardian must notify PNA if they suspect or confirm COVID-19.  

Child 

A child with confirmed COVID-19  may return to PNA when he or she has met the CDC 
criteria for discontinuation of home isolation: 

● At least 3 days (72 hours) have passed since recovery defined as resolution of fever 
without the use of fever-reducing medications and improvement in respiratory 
symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath); and, 

● At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared. 

● The parent must provide evidence (e.g., a note from a health care provider) that the student has 
been released from isolation by the time the child returns to PNA.   

● If the child has a sibling living in the same household also attending PNA, they must 
follow the home isolation guidelines as well. 
 

Household Member 
 
Students who have a household member living with them that is confirmed to have COVID-19 may 
return to PNA  

● 14 days after the household member is released from isolation.  
o The child must undergo this additional 14-day quarantine because the child could have 

been infected on the final day of the household member's isolation.  

● All the household members and the child test negative for COVID-19. 
o The parent/guardian must provide evidence of a negative result to PNA.  

● The above guidance assumes that a child does not develop symptoms of COVID-19 at any 
time during their quarantine. If a child develops symptoms, the child may be considered a 
probable COVID-19 case and the child's health care provider should be consulted to determine 
if the child should be tested and how long the child needs to remain excluded from attending 
PNA.  

3. Besides a known COVID-19 exposure, are there any scenarios in which PNA will 
move to Distance Learning? 

● Yes.  PNA is following all state mandates.  If the state mandates that private schools 
must close, PNA will switch to a distance learning model until the mandate has changed. 

4. What should I do if my child is ill? 

● Do not send them to PNA. 
● In the event that a student is out due to illness, please contact PNA. 
● If they are presenting with COVID-19 symptoms and you choose to get them tested, 

keep them home until you receive the test results. 
○ Siblings living in the same household with a child presenting symptoms, must 

also stay home until you get test results back. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-childcare.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-childcare.html

