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Graduation Speech (2020): 
 

 
Hello, my name is Suzie Kim.  
 
Before I begin my speech about my experiences, I want to thank my teachers Ms. 

Mariner, Ms. Ferry, Senora Laird, Mr. Bissel, Ms. Molly, and Mr. Johnson for being with 
me throughout this year and giving me so much of their support and dedication. They 
really made this year exciting and fun even with the long-distance learning because of 
COVID-19, so once again, thank you for your support.  

 
Now for those who don’t know, I compete in a sport called biathlon. Biathlon is 

an Olympic winter sport that is a mix of cross-country skiing and riflery. A 
couple months after my move up to Alaska, I started the sport and had found a 
new passion. It really has challenged me mentally and physically as an athlete. 
My struggles and accomplishments in biathlon remind me greatly of my 
challenges and successes at PNA. So, I am going to talk about my time at PNA 
through a biathlon experience. The biathlon targets represent an area of growth 
or important event that has shaped me to who I am today. Now, put yourself into 
the eyes of a biathlon athlete. Imagine coming into the shooting range, your 
heart beating a mile a minute, your legs shaking with exhaustion. You get to your 
mat, take deep breaths as you load your ammo, then get into position and close 
your eyes.  

 
For me, when I open my eyes, I see that first target on the left, waiting. 

This first target represents my “area of growth” from PNA. One very important 
area I have grown in at PNA is learning to see both sides of an argument. One 
day at school, we were picking sides for a debate on if competitive sports should 
be allowed. Having grown up with a sporty family, I naturally believed that 
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competitive sports were great for kids, but Ms. Mariner put me on the opposing 
side. I was at first shocked and upset, but as I started researching and learning 
more about the mental and physical drains of sports, I saw a totally new 
perspective that should not be ignored. Though I love competitive sports, I can 
see why people can dislike them.  From this, I learned to see every side and point 
of an argument before debating it. The target goes down. One. Four to go. 

 
Moving on, the next target represents the confidence from PNA that I have 

built over the last two years. I remember first walking into PNA, totally freaked 
out and nervous. I walked into the classroom, and everyone looked up. Then 
suddenly all the middle schoolers were gathered around, asking about how I am, 
where I’m from, what I think of Alaska, etc. All the trepidation I had felt started 
to melt away as my bond with my classmates and teachers grew. With that 
thought, the target is hit and turns from black to white. Another target down, 
three to go. 

 
The third target is the target that represents how relationships with my 

classmates and community have developed. Throughout this year, I have learned 
so much about my companions (probably more than I should) and have seen how 
much they have grown in their own ways. They have always made me feel very 
comfortable and confident with who I am. From Neil’s Taylor Swift obsession, 
Lilith and Ella being animal fanatics, to Alex’s and Kiana’s humor and Aiden’s 
love for books. Without these amazing people, I don't think I would have laughed 
and learned as much as I did this year. I will always be proud to have such weird 
and amazing friends.  

 
The fourth target shows the interests outside of school that I have found. 

Listening to my dad play piano growing up really motivated me to pick up my 
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own instrument. When I started playing the flute, I had found my new hobby. 
Moving up to Alaska, I found sports along with music. With the positive 
education and community from PNA, everything balanced out and my anxiety 
started to slowly fade away. Four targets down, one to go. 

 
The last target is often considered the hardest target since it is where all 

your hard work has come to. Looking down the range, I think about my family 
and community. Seeing how far I have come not only as a student, but as a person 
shows all the resilience I have built up over the years and the kindness of my 
friends. I think of my family always challenging and pushing me to be my best. 
It’s frightening thinking about where I’m going to end up, but I know my family 
and friends will always be there for me. With that in mind, the target closes and 
the win is just around the corner. 

 

 


